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I.  READING (max. 20P) 

Reading Part 1 (10) 
Read the text and for each space circle the best answer A, B, C or D in the table on 
the next page. The first one has been done for you. 

Jane Austen (1775 – 1817) 

Jane Austen was an English novelist whose books, set among the English middle and 
upper classes, are notable for their wit, social observation and insights into the lives 
of early 19th century women. 

Jane Austen was born on 16 December 1775 in the village of Steventon in Hampshire. 
She was one of eight children of a clergyman and grew up in a close-knit family. She 
began to write as a teenager. In 1801 the family moved to Bath. After the death of 
Jane's father in 1805 Jane, her sister Cassandra and their mother moved several times 
eventually settling in Chawton, near Steventon. 

Jane's brother Henry helped her negotiate with a publisher and her first novel, 'Sense 
and Sensibility', appeared in 1811. Her next novel 'Pride and Prejudice', which she 
described as her "own darling child" received highly favourable reviews. 'Mansfield 
Park' was published in 1814, then 'Emma' in 1816. 'Emma' was dedicated to the 
prince regent, an admirer of her work. All of Jane Austen's novels were published 
anonymously. 

In 1816, Jane began to suffer from ill-health, probably due to Addison's disease. She 
travelled to Winchester to receive treatment, and died there on 18 July 1817. Two 
more novels, 'Persuasion' and 'Northanger Abbey' were published after her death 
and a final novel was left incomplete. 
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Circle the best answer here. 

 

0) A   being  B   were  C   is   D   was 
1) A   whose  B   which  C   that  D   who 
2) A   in  B   on   C   over  D   close 
3) A   is growing B   grown  C   grew  D   had grown 
4) A   approached B   applauded C   appeared  D   approved 
5) A   receptions B   critics  C   reviews  D   marks 
6) A   than  B   so   C   then  D   not as 
7) A   published B   has published C   were publishing D   were published 
8) A   due to  B   why  C   because  D   for 
9) A   remember B   regret  C   reduce  D   receive 
10) A   until  B   onto  C   neither  D   and 
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Reading Part 2 (10) 
Look at the text in each question. What does it say? 
Choose the best answer A, B, or C. 
 

Question 1 
The most overdue library book 
was 288 years late. A) The library got its first book 288 years ago. 

B) A book was returned after 288 years. 

C) No book must be older than 288 years. 

Question 2 
Star Wars creators designed 
Yoda to look like Albert 
Einstein. 

A) Yoda was hired instead of Albert Einstein. 

B) Albert Einstein plays the character of Yoda 
in the movie “Star Wars”. 

C) Albert Einstein inspired the designers. 

Question 3 
More people live in New York 
City than in 39 of the 50 states. A) The population of New York City equals that 

of 39 states. 

B) 11 states are similar to New York City. 

C) New York City surpasses the number of 
inhabitants of 39 states. 

Question 4 
Scuba divers send postcards 
from a mailbox off the coast of 
Japan that’s nearly 33 feet (10 
m) under water. 

A) Sending a postcard from 10m below the 
water surface is possible. 

B) Mailboxes in Japan are generally under 
water. 

C) All Japanese post office workers need to be 
trained scuba divers. 

Question 5 
PART OF MANHATTAN’S 
NINTH AVENUE IS NAMED 
‘OREO WAY’ IN HONOR OF THE 
COOKIE, WHICH WAS 
INVENTED AT A NABISCO 
FACTORY ON THE STREET IN 
1912. 

A) The first Oreo cookie was made in 1912. 

B) Part of ‘Ninth Avenue’ has been called ‘Oreo 
Way’ since 1912. 

C) The Nabisco Factory was closed in 1912. 
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II.  GRAMMAR (max. 60) 

1. Write the questions to which the underlined words are an answer (5) 

1. She has just left the room for no reason.  

Why has she just left the room? 

2. Reading makes you happy. 

What does reading do? 

3. They are meeting over lunch. 

When are they meeting?     Not: ‘What time…’ 

4. They can take their neighbours’ car. 

Whose car can they take? 

5. Jason was thinking about going to watch a football match.  

What was Jason thinking about?    NOT: ‘About what was…’ 

2. Complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first. Use one or 
two words. (12)    Careful: Two/2 points per correct answer 

1. This phone is as good as that one. 

Both of these / them are equally good phones.  

2. Linda can play the piano better than Laura. 

Laura can’t play the piano as well as Linda. 

3. Our neighbours are watering our plants while we’re away. 

Our neighbours take care of our plants while we’re away. 

4. We won’t go unless you come with us. 

If you don’t come with us, we will stay here. 

5. Mary is more intelligent than her sister. 

Mary’s sister is less intelligent. 

6. It is not necessary to turn on the lights. 

You don’t have/need to turn on the lights.  



AUFNAHMEPRÜFUNG 2023  English – KEY 

 
Aufnahmeprüfung 2023 Englisch Seite 5 von 8 

 

3. Complete the sentences with the correct prepositions (6) 

1. Dinosaurs were living on earth a long time ago. Some lived on land others in the 

sea.  

2. When you look at yourself in the mirror you should remember to smile and be 

thankful for who you are. 

4. Fill in the correct form of the verb, present simple or present continuous. (7) 

1. Tom is flying to America in two weeks. He therefore needs to prepare a few things 

in advance. Right now he is talking to somebody on the phone because he wants 

to rent a car for his holidays. Across the street from his house children are playing 

a game of football. He used to play there too, when he was younger. The noise is 

bothering him, so he gets up and closes the window. 

5. Fill in the correct form of the verb, past simple or past continuous. (6) 

1. Once upon a time there was a king who had three daughters. They lived in a small 

castle where the river was winding its way through lovely fields before it 

disappeared in the nearby woods. In the evenings the king and his daughters 

would play games and talk until late in the night. They enjoyed spending so much 

time together and they lived happily ever after. 
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6. Circle the best answer: A, B, or C. The first one has been done for you. (8) 

0. Susan is taller ……. Eric. 
A:  then  B:   of   C:   than 

1. James looks similar to his brother 
A:   as  B:   like  C:   to 

2. The train leaves in half an hour. 
A:   leaving B:   left  C:   leaves 

3. You mustn’t smoke near a gas station. 
A:   needn’t  B:   mustn’t  C:   might not 

4. Although they were late, they still caught the bus. 
A:   Although B:   In spite of C:   Whether 

5. They are thinking about moving to America. 
A:   move  B:   moving  C:   to move 

6. Nothing compares to this, does it? 
A:   doesn’t it? B:   is it?  C:   does it? 

7. Heather says she would rather stay home this afternoon.  
A:  prefer  B:   rather  C:   better 

8. Justin is very sensible, he can help you in difficult situations. 
A:  sensible B:   sensitive  C:   serious 

7. Use the words in brackets and fill in the correct verb form: Past simple or 
continuous OR Present Perfect simple or continuous. (8) 

1. Sheila had just put her book down when she saw somebody coming towards her. 

From afar, she could make out a stout figure with a brown coat and carrying a 

heavy bag. Who in the world could this be? She got up and started to make her 

way towards the house. If she could reach the gate to their garden, then maybe 

she wouldn’t have to talk to the stranger. In the tree above her a bird was singing 

and light clouds were sweeping over the afternoon sky. She was just about to 

enter their garden, when she heard the voice of the stranger calling to her. 

‘Excuse me, miss! Have you heard the news?’. ‘What news?’ she asked and turned 

round. ‘Forgive me, I have been running and I am quite out of breath. Are you 

Miss Sheila Grant?’ the stranger asked. ‘Yes’, she replied. ‘Well’, the man 

announced in a low, solemn voice, ‘it seems you have won a million dollars!’ 
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8. Fill in the missing information in the tables below. (8) 

big bigger biggest 

interesting more interesting most interesting 

modern more modern most modern 

holy holier holiest 

far farther / further farthest / furthest 

 

go went gone 

understand understood understood 

fly flew flown 

become became become 

lead led led 

 

 both forms right = 1p (No ½ points) 
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III. WRITING (max. 20) 

Corrections: Points are awarded as follows, either    20,   16,   12,   8,   4,    or    0 
Write about a lazy (=faul) person. Describe how this person is lazy and explain the 
positive and negative sides of being lazy. 
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